alpha 1-Antagonist activity of the alpha 2-adrenoceptor agonist guanabenz in perfused mesenteric artery of the rat.
In the perfused mesenteric artery of the rat phenylephrine produced a concentration-dependent increase in perfusion pressure which was competitively antagonized by low concentrations of prazosin (pA2 9.56). Guanfacine, clonidine and guanabenz, three alpha 2-selective agonists, produced no response. However, guanabenz antagonized the phenylephrine-induced effect competitively (pA2 6.92) though guanfacine and clonidine did not affect it. These results suggest that the alpha 2-adrenergic agonist guanabenz possesses alpha 1-antagonist activity as well.